4 THE 


CLOATHIERS 
ANSWERS 7, and REASONS agarnf 


Hamburgh-Company. © 


HEREAS a certain Printed Paper, entituled, 4» Humble Repreſentation of 
the State of our Woollen-Manufatture, has been induſtriouſly handed about, in 
favour of the Zamburgh-Company ; we ſhall, in the firſt place, moſt readily 
concurr with the Repreſenter, in the following Propoſals, ( viz.) 


I. That the moſt effeftual Means be taken to prevent the Exportation of Wooll, 

- I. That the Price of the Workmanſhip of the Poor be kept up. 

- WI, 7hat 'tis neceſſary we have all poſſible Advantages of Dying Materials, ſo that our Goods 
may be Exported more fully Manufaftured. 

IV. That the. Meaſures for 2 ors may t duly Regulated, and the Goodneſs of our Manu-' 
faftures kept to a certain Standard. 

V. That the Wooll-Broggers be ſuppreſs d, and the Market at Blackwell-Hall wag to 
a due Regulation. -. 

VI. That the Anlnage 13 become Oppreſſeve, and very Fexatlous. 


' Thes, and all other wholſom Ragpntigns of the like nature, we defire may be eſtabliſh'd-_ 
as the Wiſdom of the Parliament ſhall think meet. But (with-Submiſlion) if the que oof 
© Mo Ir arſon deoufaSuce be.not Free, and kh: ſame rendered © as cheap as poflible | 
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- may be Exported more fully Manufattured. | & 
IV. That the. Meaſures for Cloth may be duly Regulated, and the Goodneſs of our Manu-' 
faftures kept to a certain Standard. 
V. That the Wooll-Broggers be ſuppreſs d, and the Market at Blackwell-Hall brought to 
a due Regulation. R343 BELLY. 
VI. That the Aulnage is become Oppreſſtve, and very Yexatious. 


, i LY # LC 
=. % 
_— _ 
Ca 
"2 
wh 


**, 
> 
4x5 + oi 
. $S- 


34 y kv 
2me Cc Merchant- Advent 
4 a4 KEN 
i Ort 


” $7, Ag 


FA SPOT 
>. CM. © | 
a. 
4 "4 


urers De 


WHhEA Ne 2s ; £ De nn op” 40 jJurt 4 
an that has been, and would be Thi, 
Whilſt the Trade was limited to the Zamburgh Company only, there were ſeveral Woollen- 
ManufaQures actually ſet up at Liege, Vrviers, Cologne, Silefia, &c. which, during the time of a 
Free Trade, have been much diſcouraged, and many of them laid down again : which ſufficiently 
Anſwers what the Repreſenter would fain have the World believe, (viz.) That the Hamburgh- 
Company is the Guardian of our Woollen-ManufaQture. And to Anſwer his other Chimera's 
would be needleſs and troubleſom, 


We now proceed 'to giveour RE A$oNs againſt the preſent, or any other Hamburgh- 
Company. | | | 
A Hamburgh-Company is the moſt unneceſſary of any Company yet known ; for that 
Hamburgh is 10 near Home, and has been always fo much at EFagland's devotion, that that 
Trade may be eaſily, managed without being at the Charge of a Hamburgh-Company, and there- 
fore the Charge to ſyppart the Company is altogether needlefs. And though it may be faid, 
That the Company raiſeth that Charge amongſt themſelves ; yet 'tis evident, that their Members 
muſt have it again out of our ManufaQtures, fo they will be fold the dearer at Foreign Markets, 
Which will very much prejudice the Cloathing Trade here, and occaſion the ereRing again of 
«other Manufacturies Abroad. And whereas the Company ſo much extoll their Privileges and 
\ Immunities, which they pretend to have both at Home and Abroad ; we know of none they 
have at Home but this, (viz.) That one not Free of that Company, pays, by virtue of a Patent 
ranted by King Charles II. to a certain Dutcheſs, for a long Weſtern Cloth White, upon 
Irtation, 5 F. or Cloth ; whereas one that is Free pays but 1 5s. 4d. per Cloth, over and 
above the King's Duty : Which looks rather like a Diſcouragement to our ManutaQture, ng \ 
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a due Immunity of the F/amburgh-Company. And as to their Privileges and Immunities Abroad, 
whatever they be, they are ſuch as will not countervail the Charges they muſt raiſe amongſt 
themſelves, and by this they render our ManufaQtures ſtill dearer to Foreign Markets. | 

But we preſume, no body does grudge or envy them for their Immunities; they may ſit 
quiet in the enjoyment of them. If we have but a Free Trade, we are contented : And (with 
Submiſſion) a Free Trade in our Woollen-ManufaQture is what Eng/and is chiefly to conſider, 
and not thoſe trifling and petty Immunities of the Zamburgh-Company Abroad, from which 


- England reaps no Benefit. 


A — has ſhewn, That a Free and Unreſtrained Trade is moſt beneficial to our Woollen- 
IEtures : For in the three ſucceeding Years after Paſſing the At.1 W. M. for a Free Trade, 


there was bought, and aCtually Exported (though in a time of War) -to. Holand, Flanders, 
Brabant and Germany, of our Woollen-ManufaCtures, to the value of: qo0000 /. and upwards, 
from the Port of London only, more than was Exported in the three Years preceeding the faid 
Ac, when the Trade was limited to the Zamburgh-Company only ; as may appear by the Entrie 
in the Cyfom-FZouſe Books, relation being had thereunto. | 


. +» A limited Sett of Men will buy but when they pleaſe ; but when the Trade is Free, there 
will be conſtant Buyings. Experience has evidenced this : For when the Trade was confin'd 
to the Hamburgh-Company , they allow'd but two Exportations in the Year, to the end the | 
wealthy Merchants might make their advantage of the poorer ſort of Cloathiers, who not 
having ſufficient Stocks to keep their Goods from one time of thipping'to another, were often 
neceſlitated to ſell for great Loſs, to the Ruine of their Families, and many Poor which they 
employ'd. But ſince the Trade has been Free, the number of Buyers are much encreaſed, and 
thereby our ManufaQtures conſtantly in good demand ; every Cloathier expoſing his Cloth to 
Sale in the Market, may every Week have ſeveral Chapmen, and ſell for Ready-Money, and at 
better Prices than were ever known when the Trade was confin'd to the Zamburgh-Company only. 
And a Free Trade is evidently the chief, if not the only Reaſon, that Wooll' has yielded fuch 
; 7b Prices for many Years paſt, having generally fold for above one Third -part more than ir 

id when the Trade was limited as aforeſaid. And ſince a Free Trade has been granted, all the 
Chief Trading Towns in Germany have been fo plentifully ſupplied with our Manufactures at 
the beſt hand, that the Foreign Woollen-ManufaRtures have been much diſcouraged, and the 


wearing of ours, grows daily more in eſteem. L 


V, .-Fhe never could nor would be prevail'd 'upon ( notwithſtanding the . pretended 

- fiockt Ware houſes of the Hamburgh-Company at Ha )ro-make ſome hundred Miles 

Journeys thither to buy our Manufactures but would ;be provided, from time to time, accor- 

ding to their own Patterns, ' from Eng/and, eſpecially when thus they» could have them. above 

he Eto be ts Cpbopern ot ek 

emſelves « re.; which very tenged tothe obltructipn ot the vale of our 
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'Tis true, the Hamburgh-Company offer to admit ” of His Majeſty's Natural born 


 Subjefts into their Society, for ſuch a Fine as ſhall be thought reaſonable. | 
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neceſſitated to ſell for great Loſs, to the Ruine of their Families, and many Poor which they 
employ'd. But ſince the Trade has been Free, the number of Buyers are much encreaſed, and 
thereby our ManufaQtures conſtantly in good demand ; every Cloathier expoſing his Cloth to 
Sale in the Market, may every Week have ſeveral Chapmen, and ſell for Ready-Money, and at 
better Prices than were ever known when the Trade was confin'd to rhe ZZamburgh-Company only. 
And a Free Trade is evidently the chief, if not the only Reaſon, that Wooll has yielded ſuch 
$pod Prices for many Years paſt, having generally told for above one Third part more than ir 

id when the Trade was limited as aforeſaid. And ſince a Free Trade has been granted, all the 
Chief Trading Towns in Germany have been ſo plentifully ſupplied with our Manufactures at 
the beſt hand, that the Foreign Woollen-Manufactures have been much diſcouraged, and the 


wearing of ours, grows daily more in eſteem. L 


» Fhe- Germans never could nor. would be prevail'd Ry ( notwithſtanding the . pretended 
ſtockt Ware-houſes of the Zamb Confaty at Hamvargh)to-make ſome hundred Miles 
Journeys thither to buy our Manufactures, but would ;be provided, from time to-time, accor- 
ding to their own Patterns, ' from Eng/and, eſpecially when thus they could have them above 
Io per Cent. cheaper ; and if they could' not have them direaly from | Eng/and , they would 


provide themſelves elſewhere. which very much tended to the obſtruQion of the Sale of our 
Woollen-ManufaQtures, and the erefting of Woollen-MannafaQtures in-Foreign Parts. | 


"Tis true, the Hamburgh-Company offer to admit any of His Majeſty's Natural born 
Subjefts into their Society, for ſuch a Fine as ſhall be thought reaſonable. 


But this we take to be an Enſnaring Invitation, for that no body can be admitted without 
taking an Oath to obey their By Laws, now made, -or to'be made ; and all Perſons have not 
Latitude enough to bind themſelves by fuch an Oath; the Company not declaring what thoſe 
By-Laws are, or ſhall be hereafter : Which By-Laws will appear to be made for the private 
Advantage of ſome few Merchants at Famburgh, who arbitrarily make and alter them at 
pleaſure. And a further Danger doth ariſe from the great Debts owing by that Compary, 
to which every Perſon that ſhall be admitted will become liable. 


From all theſe Confiderations , 'tis humbly bed that the Wiſdom of Parliament 
(as the only true Guardian of our Woollen-Manufattures) will not admit any 


thing to pa into an Att, to the o great prejudice of our Manufatture ; but 


keep it at leaſt in its preſent Freedom, if a further Encouragement ſhall not be 


thought Convenient, 


